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ESCRO and Additional Review Determination Charts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Human embryonic stem cells (hESC); Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (hiPSC) 
2 You are required to use cell lines from NIH-approved sources. 
3 If you are using fetal tissue, you need to get pre-approval by RCRA and OGC before starting your research. 
4 To consider specimens de-identified, no one in the team should have access to this information or the key or code to 
get to the identifiable information.  
 
  

NO 

Does my stem cell research require ESCRO review? 

Will human gametes, blastocysts, hiPSC or hESC 
from NIH-approved sources will be used1,2? 

YES 

YES 

Does my stem cell research require additional review? 

Will the cells be transplanted into humans or animals? 

Will only non-human specimens/cell lines will be used in this 
research2? 

Will the study only use fetal tissue3 or human specimens/cell 
lines without identifiers4? 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Submit to ESCRO for exemption 
verification. 

Will the cell lines be used in vitro 
only? 

Submit to ESCRO for 
review. 

Can the investigator identify the 
donors? 

Are the cell lines existing 
(previously derived)? 

Are only NIH/federally approved cell lines being used? 

ESCRO review not required. 

Submit to the IRB for transplant into humans 
and/or IACUC for transplant into animals 

IRB review is not required; you will 
require EHSO review. YES 

Submit to IRB for review  

Note: Any use of fetal tissue also requires approval 
from Research Compliance and Regulatory Affairs 
(RCR) and Office of General Counsel (OGC). Submit 
your request for the use of fetal tissue at 
oric@emory.edu.  


