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We will discuss :
• the regulations pertaining to destruction of CS/DD
• the proper disposal methods for C/S
• proper recordkeeping for C/S Destruction
• non-Recoverable Spills/Breakage of C/S
• requesting destruction of D/D
• proper recordkeeping for D/D

Then we will open the floor to Q & As

In this presentation



Regulations 



State Regulations Pertaining to the Destruction of Dangerous Drugs

Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 480-7-.04

(8) Record Keeping and Accountability:(a) Researchers shall establish and maintain records of 
all transactions regarding receipt, distribution or other disposition of dangerous drugs or 
controlled substances.



Federal Regulations Pertaining to the Destruction of Controlled Substances 

All controlled substances to be destroyed by a registrant pursuant to 21 CFR 1317.95, must 
be destroyed in compliance with applicable federal, state, tribal, and local laws and 
regulations and must be rendered non-retrievable.

21 CFR 1317.90(a). A researcher may dispose of its controlled substances inventory in the 
following manner pursuant to 21 CFR 1317.05:

1. Promptly destroy that controlled substance in accordance with 21 CFR 1317.90 using 
an onsite method of destruction.

2. Send those controlled substances to an entity registered with DEA to handle 
returns/disposals (known as a reverse distributor).



At this time, the only way to destroy:

Controlled Substances are through a reverse 
distributor. Many labs use "The Rx 
Exchange"

Dangerous Drugs are picked up by EHSO, 
who then uses a licensed facility for 
incineration.

Disposal Methods



Proper Documentation



Controlled Substance Destruction Process

To properly reverse distribute C/S Registrants must:

1. Contact a DEA licensed reverse distributor such as www.therxe.com and set up an 
account.

2. Create an inventory of the C/S you wish to destroy. Separate Schedule I-II drugs from 
Schedule III-V drugs. You may use Form 4.

3. Schedule I-II C/S must be transferred to a reverse distributor using a DEA Form 222. 
The reverse distributor will send the Emory Registrant the DEA Form 222, as you are 
considered the Supplier and will maintain the original DEA Form 222. When you 
ship  the C/S to the Supplier you note on the DEA Form 222 the day the drugs left 
your lab.

4. Schedule III-V C/S must be documented in the same manner. You may use Form 4 
to document the transfer of C/S from the lab to the reverse distributor. It is 
important you have a record of when the C/S left your lab.

5. All records should be maintained in your DEA Ready Binder for 2 years.







Breaks or Spills that are Non-Retrievable

If the breakage or spillage is clearly observed, but the 
controlled substances are not recoverable, you should 
document the incident on Form 5.

To maintain complete and accurate records in accordance 
with 21 CFR 1304.21(a), nonrecoverable breakage or spillage 
must be recorded on a DEA Form 41 and, as with any other 
form of disposal under 21 CFR part 1317, must be signed by 
two individuals who can testify that a breakage or spillage 
occurred.

DEA Form 41 (usdoj.gov)

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Frcra.emory.edu%2F_includes%2Fdocuments%2Fsections%2Foric%2Fform5_.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/21cfr_reports/surrend/41_form.pdf
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1. Create an inventory of the D/D you need to destroy using Form I

2. After EHSO picks up the D/D, document the day the D/D left your lab in Box 3
3. Maintain records for 2 years

Destruction of D/D through EHSO
All D/D and expired BUP SR/ER (obtained from a prescription only) must be destroyed by EHSO.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Frcra.emory.edu%2F_includes%2Fdocuments%2Fsections%2Foric%2Fform-i-dd-destruction_log.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK




Scheduling Destruction through EHSO



EHSO Webpage

EHSO can only pick up Dangerous Drugs (D/D) and Buprenorphine ER/SR (BUP ER/SR) that 
was obtained by a prescription through DAR/EPC.

To request D/D or BUP ER/SR (RX only) waste pick up

1. Go to EHSO's website at Home | Emory University | Atlanta GA

2. Scroll down to Request Waste Collection

https://ehso.emory.edu/


Profile in EHSA

If you do not already have a profile in EHSA, you will need 
to request one. We have a helpful Video Link on creating a 
profile.

https://vimeo.com/840502293?share=copy














Thank you for participating 
today. 

Our next webinar is September 
18th, 2024, at 12pm.

Questions?


