
THE DETAILS…

 Most frequent findings by AAALAC 

 Summary of Emory’s findings during the last AAALAC re-accreditation 
in 2020

 What research teams and animal care staff can do to prepare

AAALAC= Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory 
Animal Care International

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The overarching goal of this panel is to bring awareness to the research community and the administration about the preparation taking place for the re-accreditation review and visit that will take place early in 2023. We do not know the date yet, however, we will be communicating dates and readiness tips leading up to the visit. This morning, I will present the most frequent findings by AAALAC and Emory’s findings identified during the accreditation visit in 2020, also I will present what research team can do to prepare. Dr. Huerkamp will provide his perspective of AAALAC as one of its ad hoc consultants and what they are doing on the DAR side to prepare, and Dr. Cohen will discuss how the Emory Primate Center is preparing for re-accreditation 



What Every IACUC Should Know About AAALAC International –
Webinar September 21, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site visit reports typically result in a list of findings, either Mandatory findings or SFIs.�This graph represents the most recent five-year analysis of findings (2015-2021), all under the 2011 Guide, and they�are grouped together in the seven component areas. M is for Mandatory findings, which are�deficiencies that must be corrected for full accreditation to be awarded or continued. SFI  is for Suggestion for Improvement]. SFIs are�considered as an upgrade or enhancement to an acceptable or even commendable program.
Animal Environment; Occupational Health and Safety; Oversight Body or IACUC; Veterinary Medical Care;
 Administrative Components which includes things like the Annual Report, Disaster Plan, and Program Description as well as others; 
HVAC and Physical Plant, (HVAC being heating, ventilation, and air conditioning); 
and the Institutional Administration, which includes such things as authority, responsibility, commitment, and organizational structure. As you see�here, the two greatest challenge areas for programs are, and continue to be throughout the years,�Animal Environment and Occupational Health and Safety.



SUMMARY OF EMORY’S LAST AAALAC RE-ACCREDITATION IN 2020

Category Findings 
Mandatory Cage wash door egress and personnel safety training

Doors on rack washers required strenuous effort to open
Mandatory Performance of HVAC system for a specific location where animals were used in a facility was not 

provided
SFI Veterinary treatment of ailing animals  was provided by investigators without the knowledge or 

oversight of the veterinary staff.
SFI Individual in a job position not expected to have animal contact did not have access to an OHSP

SFI There was a water fountain within the confines of an animal research facility

SFI Autoclaves on laboratory floors and outside the purview of the DAR program were used to sterilize 
instruments for rodent aseptic surgery procedures, but were not in a regular program of sterilization 
validation.

SFI Red coating on rack washer internal de-energizing mechanism was faded

SFI Program for sanitation of rodent  cage lid and feeder allowed for up to a year interval between 
washing



WHAT RESEARCH TEAMS AND ANIMAL CARE STAFF CAN DO TO 
PREPARE

 Are you receiving the monthly newsletters from the IACUC Office? (iacuc@emory.edu)

 Review the updated policies (https://rcra.emory.edu/iacuc/forms.html)

 IACUC Protocol
 Familiarize with amendments made to the IACUC protocol that you are following

 Can you access the IACUC protocol?

 Is the documentation related to your research with animals fully completed? (i.e. surgery logs, post-
operative logs, pink/yellow cards, drug logs, sanitation logs) 

 Do you know your facility veterinarian? How do you contact the veterinary care staff?

 Have you completed the training needed for the procedures that you are conducting?

 Have you completed your annual OHS screening questionnaire? https://rcra.emory.edu/iacuc/ohs.html



HAVE YOU SEEN THE EU DAR CHECKLIST?

https://rcra.emory.edu/_includes/documents/newsletter-docs/aaalac_visit_info.pdf



ARE YOU AWARE OF THE IACUC ALERTS?

https://rcra.emory.edu/iacuc/researcher_tools.html

DO YOU DO CO2 EUTHANASIA OUTSIDE EU DAR?
 Is the space approved by the IACUC?
 Is the space listed in your IACUC protocol?
 Do you have the SOP for CO2 Euthanasia filled up and posted?

 Template for using flowmeters during CO2 Euthanasia

https://rcra.emory.edu/_includes/documents/sections/iacuc/forms/dar_template_for_pi_co2euthanasia.pdf


CONTACT THE IACUC OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

IACUC@EMORY.EDU
HTTPS://RCRA.EMORY.EDU/IACUC/INDEX.HTML

Director
Esmeralda Meyer - (evargas@emory.edu)
Mobil number: 470-249-1158
Research Protocol Analysts (RPAs)
A-M - Jessica Goldman - (jbgoldm@emory.edu)

Surinder "Sohni" Gill - (skaur@emory.edu)

N-Z - Ayalnesh Shiferaw - (ashifer@emory.edu)
Vidal Leon - (vleon3@emory.edu)

Research Integrity
Daiana Weiss - Research Integrity Manager (dweiss2@emory.edu)
Carmen Nash - (cbnash@emory.edu)
Jonathan Adams - (jadam12@emory.edu)
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