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Thanks for joining our session! 

We will go over two scenarios 
covering:
- Preventing research 

misconduct
- CS/DD issues

Welcome!



Jamie is a new postdoc in Dr. Blakes’ lab. Jamie has been working 
with Dr. Blake and others on a publication, and Jamie is in charge 
of putting the graphics together. While looking at the graphics 
provided by the other lab members, it seemed as if there could be 
some improvements to those graphics by using Photoshop or even 
the computer image program to make the images look clearer. 
What should Jamie do?
1. Jamie should go ahead and do these changes as the 

publication will just improve with these minor modifications

2. Jamie should review the publisher requirements and do these 
modifications if the publisher does not have any issues with it

3. After consulting the corresponding author, Jamie can make 
the changes as long as they are disclosed, do not change the 
results, and the publisher is notified.

Scenario 1



• Make sure that any change that you make in the publication 
is not only authorized by the publisher, but also is not 
changing the meaning of what the graphic represents

• Make sure all members of the team, including the 
corresponding author, are aware of any graphic change

• Disclose to the publisher what was changed
• Make sure you are keeping the raw data to support the 

information in case the publisher wants it later.

Scenario 1-explanation



Joan is a lab manager under a PI that has a research 
protocol that requires the use of Topical Anesthetic 
Cream (3% to 5% Lidocaine or 2.5% Lidocaine/2.5% 
Prilocaine) for a surgery procedure. 
Under Georgia law O.C.G.A. § 26-4-49, every person 
conducting research with a dangerous drugs must be 
licensed to purchase, store, dispense and destroy a 
dangerous drug. According to O.C.G.A. § 16-13-71 
Georgia defines a dangerous drug as a drug that may 
only be dispensed by prescription. In addition, the 
Georgia Assembly declared over 2000 drugs be listed as 
dangerous, including topical lidocaine above 4%.   
In the images to the left, which Lidocaine cream would 
not require recordkeeping? 

Scenario 2

Available on Amazon, no prescription required

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5006f003-80b1-4c13-a72b-f69eb755be9b&nodeid=ABAAAFAAEAAN&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABA%2FABAAAF%2FABAAAFAAE%2FABAAAFAAEAAN&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=26-4-49.+Drug+researcher+permits%3B+application+for+registration%3B+fees%3B+suspension+or+revocation%3B+penalty+for+violations.&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FWS1-DYB7-W41N-00008-00&ecomp=6gf59kk&prid=50cf16b3-8037-4914-95c8-f244e4fcfa7c
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/title-16/chapter-13/article-3/section-16-13-71/#:%7E:text=%28a%29%20A%20%22dangerous%20drug%22%20means%20any%20drug%20other,as%20amended%2C%20may%20be%20dispensed%20only%20upon%20prescription.


In Scenario 2, there are two options for Lidocaine that require 
recordkeeping. 
The first image requires records because even though it is 
below the 2.5% exclusion for Lidocaine it is available by 
prescription only. If a Researcher uses a GBP license to obtain 
a drug of any kind the receipt, dispensing, and 
destruction must be documented.

In the second image, the Lidocaine was available for purchase 
without a GBP license however, the drug must still be tracked 
because it is above the 4% threshold. Just because you can 
purchase it without a licenses does not mean it should not be 
logged. The Supplier of this Lidocaine cream would be in 
trouble with Georgia Drug and Narcotics for selling Lidocaine 
above 4%. 

Scenario 2- explanation

Available on Amazon, no prescription required



This over-the-counter (OTC) Lidocaine 
from CVS is the only Lidocaine cream that 
does not meet the Georgia definition of a 
dangerous drug as it is below the 4% 
threshold and does not require a 
prescription to obtain it.  

Scenario 2- explanation
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• Emory Policy 7.8: Policy.
• Preventing Research Misconduct at Emory: Website
• Research Misconduct and Detrimental Research 
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• Research with Controlled Substances and Dangerous 

Drugs at Emory: Website

https://emory.ellucid.com/documents/view/17545?security=6f52d3055fd611e7a3140ad38654834f87ab54ba
https://rcra.emory.edu/research-misconduct/research-misconduct-2024.html
https://rcra.emory.edu/_includes/documents/sections/about/slideset-research-misconduct-and-detrimental-research-practices-october2022-2.pdf
https://rcra.emory.edu/oric/controlled-substances/index.html
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